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SUPPORTING BASIC RESEARCH
—— AN INVESTMENT TO THE FUTURE OF THE NATION

Yao Yupeng
( Department of Earth Sciences, NSFC, Beijing 100085)

Abstract Natural science is originated from the curiosity of the human being to the nature. However, the ac-
complishment of the systemization of the modern scientific theories and combination of science and technology has
significantly changed the role of scientific research. In the developed countries, it is already a common conscious-
ness that basic scientific research is essential to the interest of the nation, and thereafter generous profits have
been gained. However, due to its feature of commonweal and indirect profitability, basic research can be only in-

vested by the government.
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